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At this forthcoming conference, to be held February 21-24 
2011, in Abuja, Nigeria, more than 36 speakers, from 15 
countries and 5 continents, will form nine panels to discuss all 
aspects of reform for the judicial and prison systems of the 
world.

The global assessments and the demands for global reform will 
bring forth issues within seven panel categories:

Pre-trial detention, 
The death penalty and life without parole, 
Prison Conditions, 
Effects of Religion in prisons, 
Human rights of prisoners, 
Corrections policy and practice, 
Reintegration and reentry. 

Further identification of the speakers and their discussion 
topics are in following five pages of this newsletter.

Setting the tone of the Conference will be the opening speaker, 
Mr. Bryan Stevenson, the founder and Executive Director of 
the Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama, USA. 
Appropriately, his theme will be “Mass Incarceration, Harsh 
Punishment, and Confronting Injustice: The Demand for 
Global Reform.”

In further development of these topics, each of the nine panels 
can foster pre-conference dialogs among the panelists, and 
comments by others in the CURE community, via participation 
in the CURE Blog at http://justiceworldwide.wordpress.com/
Informal communication via the Blog during the next two 
months can enable you and the entire worldwide CURE 
community to participate in the work of the Conference. 

Prior work on judicial and prison reform is presented to the 
Conference, as a “Page” on that Blog, called a 

organized in five areas:

Judicial Operations,
Prisons and Alternatives,
Prisoner Abuse,
Health of Prisoners, and
Rehabilitation and Reentry.

The Draft 2011 CURE Platform 
cites 48 Ways Forward in these 
five areas, as practical ways to 
begin to achieve global reform.
These recommended Ways 
Forward are the results of several  
decades  of work gleaned from
multiple international 
conferences on judicial and 
prison reform. 

Each area of that Platform is also a separate Post in that same 
CURE Blog, complete with supporting quotations from 
relevant human rights documents and international standards. 
Your comments on each Post are encouraged, which can be 
viewed and considered by the attendees at the Conference.

The Conference also can consider the formulation of key goals 
of global reform for the next five years. A 

is likewise available as a “Page” in the CURE 
Blog . Four goals, each with sub-goals, suggest targets of
specific key programs to be achieved by 2015. 

Again, the entire worldwide CURE community is encouraged 
to participate, by comments in the CURE Blog, in the further 
definition of these goals.

A particular concern of the Conference is the excessive 
prevalence of AIDS in prisons and the consequent spread of 
that disease both inside the prison and in the outside 
community.

CURE is very aware of poor sanitation, overcrowding, poor 
nutrition, and inadequate medical treatment, all of which 
contribute to the spread of disease in prisons. As noted in the 
2011 Platform, many steps are needed to stop AIDS and other 
diseases in prison. One key type of legislation, offered for 
endorsement by the Conference, is an outline of

for education, testing, and 
counseling. That outline is also available as a “Page” in the 
CURE Blog, at http://justiceworldwide.wordpress.com/ .

Wide adoption of such legislation is strongly encouraged to 
significantly reduce the incidence and spread of AIDS in 
prisons and the larger community.

  “H e Ain’t Heavy”
     by Gilbert Young

Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants, www.internationalcure.org   
  Po Box 2310, Washington, DC, 20013-2310 ,  
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As we always have done, this time of the year, we ask for your help. We know that these are tough times financially for 
many, so any help you can give will be welcomed.

Of course, there are many regular needs, including office expenses, - rent, telephone, computer services and supplies; 
postage for daily mail (we receive about 20 letters from prisoners daily); travel to various chapters and board meetings; and 
representation in lobbying and meetings with other organizations.

Now, moreover, we have extraordinary, large expenses in sponsoring the 5th CURE International Conference, reported in 
this issue of the Newsletter. We very much need your help.

And, the continuation of this demand for global reform and the further promotion of many known Ways Forward, will be 
major challenges in 2011 and beyond.

In all this work, we shout thanks:

To all our dedicated chapter leaders, and their members who so generously volunteer. You are a “voice” in your 
state and country, and help to bring about significant change and hope to many.
To the many prisoners who write to us, give advice, and – in spite of dire circumstances – often reach out to others, 
and may even scrape together some minor financial assistance.
To local, state, and national government officials and other leaders who introduce and pass legislation that address 
the myriad problems in our justice systems.
To you, our donors, who support CURE so generously (some for almost 40 years!)

It has been a busy year, and an encouraging one. There is movement for justice reforms in many places.

Let’s hope that 2011 will bring continued momentum for change and a real transformation of justice systems.

Pauline and Charles Sullivan, CURE Co-Directors

I DO WANT TO HELP INTERNATIONAL CURE CONTINUE ITS WORK IN 2011.
Here is my contribution.

$5___ $10___ $25___ $50___ $100___ $500___ $1000___ Other $___

     Name:_____________________________________________________________

     Address____________________________________________________________

    City________________________   State/Country____________  ZIP__________

     Email address_______________________________

The International CURE 

Payment

Annual Appeal

•

•

•

•

. You could either go to the International CURE website (www.internationalcure.org) and send it through 
Pay Pal. Click on "join" on the first page and you will be given two options. These are "join" and "donate". Under 
donate, you can use PayPal through a credit card. Also, this accepts currencies from most countries. Or, you can 
mail a check on a USA bank or send USA cash to International CURE, PO Box 2310, Washington, DC 20013, USA. 
Make sure you indicate that it is for the Annual Appeal.
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http://www.cybercemetery.unt.edu/archive/nprec/2009082015
5502/http://nprec.us/files/pdfs/NPREC_FinalReport.PDF

. Protecting prisoners from sexual abuse 
remains a challenge in correctional facilities across the 
country. Too often, in what should be secure 
environments, men, women, and children are raped or 
abused by other incarcerated individuals and corrections 
staff.

Sexual abuse is not an inevitable feature 
of incarceration. Leadership matters because corrections 
administrators can create a culture within facilities that 
promotes safety instead of one that tolerates abuse.

Certain individuals are more at risk of 
sexual abuse than others. Corrections administrators 
must routinely do more to identify those who are 
vulnerable and protect them in ways that do not leave 
them isolated and without access to rehabilitative 
programming.

Few correctional facilities are subject to 
the kind of rigorous internal monitoring and external 
oversight that would reveal why abuse occurs and how 
to prevent it. Dramatic reductions in sexual abuse 
depend on both.

Many victims cannot safely and easily 
report sexual abuse, and those who speak out often do 
so to no avail. Reporting procedures must be improved 
to instill confidence and protect individuals from 
retaliation without relying on isolation. Investigations 
must be thorough and competent. Perpetrators must be 
held accountable through administrative sanctions and 
criminal prosecution.

. Victims are unlikely to receive the 
treatment and support known to minimize the trauma of 
abuse. Correctional facilities need to ensure immediate 
and ongoing access to medical and mental health care 
and supportive services.

. Juveniles in confinement are much more 
likely than incarcerated adults to be sexually abused, 
and they are particularly at risk when confined with 
adults. To be effective, sexual abuse prevention, 
investigation, and treatment must be tailored to the 
developmental capacities and needs of youth.

. Individuals under correctional 
supervision in the community, who outnumber 
prisoners by more than two to one, are at risk of sexual 
abuse. The nature and consequences of the abuse are no 
less severe, and it jeopardizes the likelihood of their 
successful reentry.

. A large and growing number of detained 
immigrants are at risk of sexual abuse. Their heightened 
vulnerability and unusual circumstances require special 
interventions.

The [proposed] Stop AIDS in Prison Act of 2009, HR 
1429, directs the Bureau of Prisons (USA) to develop, 
and draft regulations to implement, a comprehensive 
policy to provide HIV testing, treatment, and prevention 
for inmates in federal prisons and upon reentry into the 
community.

The full text of this Bill can be found at 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h1429rfs.txt
.pdf
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FINDING 5.

FINDING 6

FINDING 7

FINDING 8

FINDING 9

Excerpts from the Report of the USA

A step towards combating the destruction of persons caught 
in prison rape and the possible spread of AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases in prisons.

The full text of the Commission report is available at

Steps like these are a basic help towards reducing the 
prevalence of AIDS in worldwide prisons, and the 
consequent danger of subsequent spread of such 
diseases into the community.

See the corresponding article on the first page of this 
newsletter, and the reference to a derivative outline of 
legislation suggested on the CURE Blog.

National Prison Rape Elimination 
Commission

STOP AIDS 
IN USA PRISONS
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In many countries around the world, detainees are held in 

inhumane prison conditions, including overcrowding and 

inadequate food, water and medical care, and are often 

subjected to other forms of ill-treatment and torture. Family 

members and legal counsel are often barred from visiting, and 

juveniles can be detained with adults. Every day, prisoners 

around the world die in prison due to ill-treatment, in 

contravention of international human rights standards. 

When states hold people in detention, they have a heightened 

level of responsibility for ensuring detainees’ right to life and 

health, including by providing adequate food and health care, 

and by ensuring that the conditions of detention do not put 

detainees’ lives and health at risk. 

Because prison conditions that are overcrowded and lacking in 

sanitation, clean water and adequate food place prisoners’ lives 

and health at risk, Amnesty International believes that such 

conditions amount to cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment. 

The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 

Prisoners outlines the responsibility of states in adhering to 

good principles and practices for conditions of detention. These

include adequate sanitary conditions, nutritional food, drinking 

water, hygienic facilities and medical services. The UN Body of

Principles for the Protection of All Persons Under Any Form 

of Detention or Imprisonment also outlines the responsibility 

of states to provide humane conditions and respect dignity of 

persons under all forms detention. Principle 6 states, “No 

person under any form of detention or imprisonment shall be 

subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.”

A footnote to this principle clarifies that the "principle shall be 

interpreted with the widest possible protection against abuses, 

whether physical or mental". 

The Foreign Prison Conditions Improvement Act of 2010 

(S.3798, H.R.6153), introduced on September 16, 2010, by 

Senators Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Sam Brownback (R-KS) in 

the Senate and by Congressmen Bill Delahunt (D-MA) and 

Joseph Pitts (R-PA) in the House of Representatives, would 

help ensure that countries receiving US assistance do not 

operate prisons and other detention facilities under inhumane 

conditions and would provide assistance to countries making 

significant efforts to improve conditions in their prisons. 

The bill mandates that the Secretary of State submit a report to 

Congress detailing prison conditions in countries currently 

receiving US assistance, highlighting which countries currently 

do not meet minimum standards and those who are making 

significant efforts to improve prison conditions. 

Minimum standards for acceptable prison conditions include 

ensuring that prison capacity is not exceeded, that human waste 

facilities are sanitary and accessible, that the health and safety 

of prisoners be ensured, that prisoners are provided with 

adequate food and potable drinking water, that prisoners have 

access to essential and emergency medical care, and that 

prisoners are able to contact their family and friends. 

If enacted, the bill would mandate the US government to enter 

into negotiations with countries not meeting these minimum 

standards and not making significant efforts towards 

improvement. The bill would allow for a restructuring, 

reprogramming and/or decreasing US assistance for that 

government. And for governments currently not meeting these 

minimum standards but nevertheless demonstrating efforts 

towards improvement, the bill would allow the US government 

to provide assistance towards improving conditions.
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The Foreign Prison 
Conditions Improvement Act 

of 2010 
([Proposed] USA S.3798, H.R.6153)

A step towards worldwide cooperation in transforming 

criminal justice systems, and meeting minimum 

standards for acceptable prison conditions worldwide.



    International CURE 

Federal, state, and local governments in the United States 
currently hold about 2.3 million people in prisons and jails and 
supervise another 5.1 million people on parole or probation.
As recent research from the Pew Center on the States has 
emphasized, these figures translate to about one in
100 American adults behind bars and about one in 33 
American adults under some form of correctional control. 

In this report, we examine an even larger population connected 
to the criminal justice system – the growing number of ex-
offenders (ex-prisoners and ex-felons) – most of whom are not 
currently in prison or jail nor on probation or parole. 

An extensive body of research has established that a felony 
conviction or time in prison makes individuals significantly 
less employable. This effect is not simply that individuals who 
commit crimes were less likely to work in the first place. 
Rather, the best available evidence suggests that felony 
convictions or time in prison has an independent impact that 
further lowers the employment prospects of ex-offenders.

Given the number of ex-offenders and the best estimate of the 
associated reduction in employment suffered by this 
population, our calculations suggest that in 2008 the US
economy lost the equivalent of 1.5 to 1.7 million workers, or 
roughly a 0.8 to 0.9 percentage-point reduction in the overall 
employment rate. Since over 90 percent of ex-offenders are 
men, the effect on male employment rates was much higher, 
with ex-offenders lowering employment rates for men by 1.5 to 
1.7 percentage points. Even at the relatively low productivity 
rates of ex-offenders (they typically have much less education 
than the average worker), the resulting loss of output that year
was likely somewhere between $57 and $65 billion.

The rise in the ex-offender population – and the resulting 
employment and output losses – overwhelmingly reflect 
changes in the U.S. criminal justice system, not changes in 
underlying criminal activity. In 2008, for example, both violent 
and property crimes were below their 1980 rates,
about when the current incarceration boom got underway. 
Instead, dramatic increases in sentencing probabilities and 
sentence lengths, especially for drug-related offenses, account 
for both the increase in the incarcerated population and the 
mushrooming of the ex-offender population that we
document here.  

76% were convicted based at least in part on eyewitness 
misidentification.

53% of those misidentifications were cross-racial (most 
commonly a white person incorrectly identifying a black 
person).

In 38% of the misidentification cases, multiple 
eyewitnesses identified the same innocent person.

58% were convicted based at least in part on improper or 
unvalidated forensic science.

21% were convicted based at least in part on faulty 
microscopic hair analysis. Five involved improper use of 
DNA.

27% were convicted based at least in part on false 
confessions, admissions or guilty pleas.

58% of those who falsely confessed were 17 years old or 
younger, or they had a developmental disability and/or a 
mental illness.

Nineteen pled guilty to crimes they did not commit.

19% were convicted based at least in part on testimony 
from snitches or informants.

If the true perpetrator had been originally convicted, 
instead of an innocent person, at least 72 violent crimes 
could have been prevented.                                                                                                                             
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250 innocent persons were exonerated by modern 

DNA testing. Why were they convicted?

$57-$65 Billion 
in Lost Output per Year Wrongfully 

ConvictedExcerpts from “Ex-offenders and the Labor Market,” by
John Schmitt and Kris Warner, Center for Economic and 
Policy Research, November 2010, A clue to the real 
worldwide costs of incarceration.

Excerpts from a report by the Innocence Project in 

the USA. A “tip of the iceberg”  indication of the 

need for major improvements in worldwide 

prosecution practices.
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Discrimination in law, social practice and attitude, 
impunity and apathy are the underlying causes of 
violence against women and girls. In many countries, 
laws, policies and practices discriminate against women 
and girls, denying them equality with men, politically, 
economically and socially. Social roles reinforce the 
power of men over women’s lives and bodies, while 
traditions and customs can subjugate women and leave 
them vulnerable to violence.

This year’s commemoration of the United Nations 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women on 25 November will take place under 
the umbrella of the Secretary-General’s Campaign 
UNiTE to End Violence against Women and will focus 
on: “The Leadership of the Corporate Sector in 
Empowering Women and Ending Violence against 
Women and Girls.” 

In many cases, the private sector has shown to be
effective in preventing violence against women 
through raising awareness, generally at the workplace 
and in the community. These private sector initiatives 
aim to eliminate violence against women by adopting 
measures such as employment-based codes of conduct 
and zero tolerance policies, distributing awareness-
raising materials to employees, clients, and customers, 
and providing technical assistance to other 
organizations. 

The private sector has also played a key role by 
contributing financially to foundations and 
organizations focusing on initiatives to end violence 
against women and girls. Examples of this commitment 
include Avon Products Inc., which in 2008, announced 
a public-private partnership with the United Nations 
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), part of UN 
Women, and committed $1 million USD to the United 
Nations Trust Fund to End Violence against Women. In 
2009, Avon committed an additional $250,000 USD to 
the Trust Fund.

In October this year, the United Nations Trust Fund in 
Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence against 
Women (UN Trust Fund) announced US$10 million in 
grants to 13 initiatives in 18 countries. The UN Trust 
Fund is the only multilateral grant-making mechanism 
exclusively devoted to supporting local and national 
efforts to end violence against women and girls. 
Established in 1996, the Fund is managed by UNIFEM.

“Violence against women destroys families, fractures 
communities and hampers progress on development 
goals,” said Inés Alberdi, Executive Director, UNIFEM. 
“But it is a problem with a solution. Only by 
intensifying support and increasing investment to 
national and local efforts can we ensure women and 
girls are safe from violence and can lead healthy, 
productive lives,” she added. 

The Secretary-General’s campaign UNiTE to End 
Violence against Women includes a specific target of 
raising US$100 million annually for the UN Trust Fund 
by 2015. 
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http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/newsletter/20
10/november/feature.shtml#fea1

Leadership of Corporate Sector

UN trust fund

UN Continues Drive to 
Combat 

Violence Against Women 
Excerpts from the November 2010 article by the 
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Violence against women is widespread in every corner 
of the globe: from the bedroom to the battlefield.
Women and girls suffer many forms of violence, 
including genital mutilation, rape, beatings by their 
partners, families or killings in the name of honor. It is 
shocking that in women’s lifetime, up to 76 per cent are 
subject to physical and/or sexual violence within 
intimate relationships. 
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